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President Bresso calls on the Mayors in China to join forces to shape sustainable cities
The President of the Committee of the Regions (CoR), Mercedes Bresso, addressing the Vice-Premier of China, Li Keqiang, and the Mayor of Beijing, Guo Jinlong, called upon the Mayors of China to forge closer ties with Europe's cities and regions in tackling climate change.
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European Council President joined local representatives to discuss EU policies for growth and jobs at CoR Plenary
"The confrontation among Member States at the last General Affairs Council confirms the worries of European regions and cities for the increasing popularity of short-sighted calls for cuts and austerity. This approach is putting at risk the EU capacity of fostering growth and jobs, the effectiveness of the cohesion policy and the achievement of the Europe 2020 objectives"
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Van Rompuy discusses with regions and cities the agenda for growth and calls for a "future-oriented" budget consolidation
At the Committee of the Regions (CoR) plenary the President of the European Council, Van Rompuy, underlined the commitment of the EU institutions to actively respond to the challenge of possibly, the worse crisis of the last 70 years.
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The Committee of the Regions proposes a fairer and more ambitious CAP
In its opinion adopted at May's plenary session, the Committee of the Regions (CoR) stressed the strategic importance of the future common agricultural policy (CAP). The mayors and presidents who make up the CoR's membership called for a fairer CAP, leaving room for more regulation.
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European regions and cities set the agenda for successful cohesion policy 2014-2020
In order to make structural funds the engine for sustainable growth and jobs, European regions and cities request a place-based approach to the thematic concentration of resources, a stronger flexibility in the definition of the funds allocation and clear rules for the involvement of regions and cities in defining operational programmes and partnership contracts.
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CoR at Work
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Flo Clucas (UK/ALDE) set to retire after 26 years in the political limelight
Cllr. Flo Clucas (UK/ALDE), President of the Committee of the Region's ALDE group, is set to step down after a political career stretching over 26 years. Cllr. Clucas entered Liverpool City Council in 1986 before becoming an executive member in 1998. We talk to Cllr Clucas about her experiences and what she feels she has achieved being an active member of the CoR.
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Discrimination in sports: Football the only bright light in a pretty gloomy picture
As Councillor Peter Moore (ALDE/UK) steps down from his position at the Committee of the Regions (CoR), he talks to us about how far we have come in ending discrimination in sports.
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OPEN DAYS 2012 : 219 regions and cities from 33 countries sign up
Grouped in 24 regional partnerships, the 219 partners include 50 cities, with 21 capital cities or regions, and 169 regions representing the variety of subnational authorities and constituencies in Europe (cantons, counties, comunidades, départements, districts, diputaciónes, Länder, Län, municipalities and provinces).
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EUROPE IN MY REGION/CITY - Local events
In parallel with the OPEN DAYS-European Week of Regions and cities in Brussels between 8 and 11 October, 214 local events are planned to take place in 33 countries under the headline "Europe in my region/city".
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The decentralised cooperation portal: an interactive tool for local and regional authorities' development cooperation
Are you an EU local or regional authority wishing to publicise your cooperation projects with developing-country partners? If you are a local or regional authority from a developing country, are you seeking to create links with European local and regional authorities which may be able to respond to your needs?
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UK and Ireland Members Update
Following the UK local elections held on 3 May, whilst all CoR members who contested seats were successfully re-elected, five members chose not to stand for election and one has resigned from the CoR. Amanda Byrne (UK/NI), Flo Clucas (UK/ALDE), Peter Moore (UK/ALDE), Roger Knox (UK/EA) and Sandy Park (UK/EA) did not contest their seats and Cllr Iain Malcolm (UK/PES) has resigned from CoR.
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Audiovisual Corner
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95th Plenary Session Video
On the 3rd and 4th of May the Committee of the Regions held its 95th plenary session in Brussels where its 344 members met to agree a number of opinions on policies currently being proposed by the European Commission. The Committee's President, Mercedes Bresso, welcomed the President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy, who participated in a debate on the current crisis, austerity policies and the need for growth and job creation as the ultimate goal.
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Agenda

21 May
Stakeholder consultation led by the Rapporteur Catarina Segersten Larsson (SE/EPP) on, "Procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors", CoR building, Brussels


22 May
Meeting of the Working Group on the Western Balkans, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina


29 May
7th Meeting of the temporary Ad-hoc commission on EU budget, CoR building, Brussels


30 May
CORLEAP Conference and Bureau, CoR building, Brussels


1 June
Conference: "Enhancing territorial competitiveness: sustainable tourism as a driver for economic growth and job creation", Faro, Portugal


7 June
Meeting of the Joint Consultative Committee of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Štip, Macedonia


11 June
8th meeting of the Bureau of the Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM), Rabat, Morocco


13 June
"Europe 2020 Territorial Dialogue" conference, CoR building, Brussels


14 June
Extraordinary Meeting of the CoR Conference of Presidents, CoR building, Brussels


14&15 June
NAT Commission Meeting, Rovaniemi, Finland
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If you would also like to receive CoR Press Releases, click here.
To unsubscribe from this electronic newsletter, click here.
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